SHAFTESBURY, THE REFORMER
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at a stretch, in the mines, the cotton-mills and other factories.
Shaftesbury, though the son of a wealthy man, had been
harshly treated by his own father, and bullied and half-
starved at school. When he grew older, he did not forget
what it felt like to be ill-treated as a child, and he resolved
to work for the improvement of the conditions under which

CHILDREN DRIVEN TO WORK IN FACTOHIBS

children were employed. He became a Member of Parlia-
ment when he was only 25 years old, and he worked for
more than twenty years before he could persuade the House
of Commons to pass a bill by which it became illegal to
make children work in factories for more than ten hours
a day. Imagine what the conditions must have been like
when litde children were actually chained &> the looms or
other machinery and compelled to work even for fifteen
hours or more!

Then Shaftesbury turned his attention to the cruelties
suffered by children employed in the coal-mines, where they
were made to crawl along dark underground passages too